
Planned homes 'at risk of flooding
HUNDREDS of new homes
planned under the Slyfield
Area Regeneration Project in
Guildford are at significant
risk of flooding - and could
struggle for insurance, an
environmental organisation
has warned.

The project aims to build
1,000 new homes, relocate
Guildford's sewage treatment
works and build two new in-
dustrial units.

Chancellor George Osbor-
ne announced a flagship
house building scheme earli-
er this year on 20 brownfield
sites around the country des-
ignated as 'housing zones!

These included Slyfield
and gave councils access to
money and expertise to
speed up the building
process. -

But researchers from
Greenpeace, using data ob-
tained under Freedom of
Information legislation,
have plotted the housing
zones and cross-referenced
them against flood risk maps
from the Environment
Agency.

They found that nine of
the 20 housing zones, com-
prising a total of 9,000
planned homes, including
the 1,000 in Slyfield, were at
risk from flooding.

Under the terms of a soon
to be implemented new gov-
ernment flood-insurance
scheme, these properties
would be excluded from
cover.

This would leave home-
owners reliant on commer-
cial insurers, who may

choose not to insure homes
built in flood zones - or to
do so at prohibitively expen-
sive rates.

Dr Doug Parr, Greenpeace
UK chief scientist, said: "The
current flood emergency
isn't even over yet, and the
government is already stor-
ing up the next one.

"Rushing to build thou-
sands of new homes in
flood-risk areas whilst at the
same time cutting flood pro-
tection staff is a recipe for
disaster. David Cameron's
lofty rhetoric at the UN cli-
mate summit is helpful, but if
he's serious about protecting
Britain from the impact of
climate change, these words
need to translate into cli-
mate-savvy policies on the
ground.

"When it conies to energy,
flood defences, and other
big infrastructure projects,
we need the government's
hands to start following
what the government's
mouth is saying rather than
acting of their own accord."

Flooding concerns were
raised this year by residents
in Jacobs Well regarding the
proposed route of the new
Clay Lane link road.

The road, which is intend-
ed to be built over a flood
plain, seeks to connect
Slyfield Industrial Estate
with Clay Lane.

The idea is to ease traffic
congestion, making the in-
dustrial estate, which the
council owns, more eco-
nomically viable, while at
the same time freeing up

space for the new 1,001
home development.

A spokesman for
Guildford Borough Council
said: "The majority of the
site is located within Flood
Zone 1. This means there is a
very low risk of river flood-
ing, according to assessment
by the Environment Agency
- less than one in 1,000 or
0.1%.

"There are some very lim-
ited areas of Flood Zones 3a
and 3b (floodplain) along
the eastern perimeter of the
site, adjacent to the River
Wey. There will be no devel-
opment on these areas.

"Should the project pro-
ceed we will undertake de-
tailed flood assessments, as
required, at the appropriate
stage."
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